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LET ME LEARN FROM JESUS 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Matthew 11:25-30 

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest 

25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to 

little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been 

handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 

no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

 

You may have seen a news story a couple of weeks ago about a Green Beret 

commander, Major Jim Gant. Now, America has produced some fine soldiers in its 

history. But few of them have been as colorful as this Green Beret, who was 

nicknamed Lawrence of Afghanistan. Gant believed that the key to defeating the 

Taliban in the mountains of Afghanistan was to take a different road, to use a new 

strategy: gain the trust of the mountain tribes. By living with them, eating with them, 

and fighting alongside them. Gant did that by completely going native. He tossed 

aside his body armor and uniform. He wore instead the clothes of the Pashtun tribe. He 

gained their trust by treating the Pashtun as his brothers and their tribal leader as his 

father. He would have his soldiers do the same. He would train his soldiers to set aside 

both their uniforms and their prejudices against the Afghani people. Only, this would 

be a real challenge. Instead of being given seasoned Green Berets to command, 

Gant was sent some infantrymen from a reserve unit in Kansas.  
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Would these green weekend warriors learn from Gant what it would take to survive 

and win? To learn from him would mean going down a new road, a road they’d never 

been down before. 

 

Disciples are like soldiers. We, too, follow a leader. And our lives depend on Him. So, it 

is essential that we learn from Jesus. In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus says, “Take My 

yoke upon you, and learn from Me.” (Matthew 11:29) The words disciple and learn 

come from the same root word in the original Greek. Disciple is mathetes and learn is 

manthano. By definition, then, a disciple is one who learns from Jesus.  

 

To learn from Jesus, though, may mean taking a different road, a new road. A number 

of us have been disciples of Jesus for a long time. We’re getting older, getting set in 

our ways. We have our routines and our ruts, and we like it that way. Aren’t we also 

older and wiser? How can there be anything else that we must yet learn from Jesus? 

Learning requires us to go down new roads, roads we’ve never been down before.  

 

It’s like I said to Mildred Balko several weeks ago when she entered the nursing home. 

Mildred, now you’re going down a road you’ve never been down before. And she 

said, “Yes, but I wish I didn’t have to.” I know it’s a road she doesn’t want to go down. 

But learning from Jesus as our health declines will mean going down new roads we 

don’t want to go down. May mean meeting new people who are different from us, 

whether at the nursing home or at a Samaritan well or at a Black Ministry Convocation 

or at a neighborhood dinner. May mean welcoming people who are different from us. 

Being sensitive and not offensive. Willing to set aside old prejudices and old 

preconceived notions so that we may eat alongside, worship alongside, and fight the 

good fight alongside them. Learning from Jesus may mean welcoming people whose 

lifestyles are different from our own. Not that we welcome their lifestyles but if we are 

not to just shut the door on them and consign them to hell, then we will learn from 

Jesus to welcome our fellow sinners and eat with them.  If we won’t, won’t we be 

consigning ourselves to hell?  
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In today’s Gospel reading Jesus is speaking to people who believe they are older and 

wiser, so they have nothing yet to learn from Jesus. But Jesus said, “Father, You have 

hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to infants.” 

The wise and understanding that Jesus speaks of in this verse are the people of the 

cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, cities that ringed the Sea of Galilee, 

fishing cities where most of Jesus’ disciples came from. Where Jesus performed most of 

His miracles and did most of His preaching. Their people were not the cynical chief 

priests or the self-righteous Pharisees. These were pious Galilean Jews, but because 

they saw themselves as older and wiser, wise and understanding, Jesus reserved for 

them His harshest judgment: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! And you, 

Capernaum… If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in 

Sodom and Gomorrah, they would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will 

be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” (Matthew 11:21, 

23, 24)  

 

Why consign these pious people to hell? They refused the grace that would strip them 

of all their claims to being older and wiser, wise and understanding. They refused the 

grace that would lay them as naked as infants, with nothing but need for the pure, 

spiritual milk of God’s Word. They wanted to think of themselves as older and wiser, 

wise and understanding who didn’t need the Word of God from Jesus. These words of 

judgment were for them but can be applied to every generation. Because of our 

human nature, we think of ourselves as older and wiser. We don’t want to repent and 

learn from Jesus. We complain that kids in school these days aren’t learning anything 

because of the failure of the parents. Kids aren’t required by their parents to learn 

anything, to listen and pay attention in school anymore. It used to be that if you were 

punished at school, then you got more of the same when you got home. Now, very 

few of us here have anyone to give us a good paddling anymore. Most of us do not 

have a parent to require us to learn from Jesus, but we’re older and wiser now, right? 

We’ve learned all we need to know. We’ve already made up our minds – about 

everything.  

 

 

 

 



 
4 

Immediately after Jesus uttered His harshest judgment upon all of us who by nature 

don’t want to learn from Jesus, He offered the most gracious invitation that ever fell 

from human lips: “Come to Me all who are laboring and are burdened, and I will give 

you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me that I am gentle and humble of 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  (Matthew 11:28-29) 

 

What Jesus would have us learn from Him is that He is gentle and humble of heart. He 

would have us learn from Him that it was out of gentleness and humility He came to us 

as a naked infant. Out of gentleness and humility that He became one of us like Major 

Gant became one of the Pashtuns. Out of gentleness and humility that He entered 

Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Out of gentleness and humility that He was stripped of 

all claims to wisdom and understanding at the cross. Yes, at the cross He laid aside all 

conventional wisdom of self-protection and let Himself be laid out as naked as an 

infant. Out of gentleness and humility He traded places with us and made Himself as 

one who has nothing but need, that instead of leaving our saving up to us, who when 

it comes to saving ourselves are like naked infants, He saved us.  He saved us that we 

too may be gentle and humble in our dealings with fellow sinners.  

 

So, in His gentle, humble going to the cross and the empty tomb to save us, Jesus gives 

us a promise.  He gives us a promise of rest amid the changes of this rapidly changing 

world, a promise of a better rest than complacency, a better rest than standing pat 

with how we have done things and what we think today. He offers a better rest than 

coasting along in our ruts. He promises that rest that is learning from Him of His 

gentleness and humility, learning from Him of His gentleness and humility that led Him 

to the cross and the empty tomb to save us from the harshest judgment. The rest He 

promises is the grace itself that enables us to come to Him and learn from Him. This 

grace is life. Major Gant promised to bring all of his soldiers home. They received that 

promise, learned from him, and he brought all of his soldiers home. Jesus will do the 

same with us, His disciples.  

 

Let me learn from Jesus. He is kind to me. Once He died to save me, nailed upon the 

tree.  AMEN 

 


